VARIABLES — FEBRUARY 16, 2025

SS. PETER & PAUL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

His EMINENCE METROPOLITAN SABA, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
His GRACE BISHOP ANTHONY, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELS AND THE WEST
REVEREND FATHER CHRISTOPHER DILLON, PASTOR
REVEREND FATHER GEORGE WASHBURN, REVEREND FATHER JOHN CHRISTIANSON
“At the door of Your compassion do I knock, Lord; send aid to my scattered impulses which are
intoxicated with the multitude of the passions and the power of darkness. You can see my sores
hidden within me: stir up contrition—though not corresponding to the weight of my sins, for if I
receive full awareness of the extent of my sins, Lord, my soul would be consumed by the bitter pain
from them. Assist my feeble stirrings on the path to true repentance, and may I find alleviation from
the vehemence of sins through the contrition that comes of Your gift, for without the power of Your
grace I am quite unable to enter within myself, become aware of my stains, and so, at the sight of
them be able to be still from great distraction’ ~ St. Isaac the Syrian

Welcome to all our visitors worshipping with us this morning! Please sign our Guest Register as you enter
the church and be our guest for coffee and refreshments this morning after the service is over. We look forward
to meeting you and welcoming you personally to Ss. Peter and Paul.

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

MARTYR PAMPHILOS, PRIEST OF CAESAREA IN PALESTINE & HIS COMPANIONS; VENERABLE FLAVIAN THE HERMIT

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom—Hymns & Scriptures

Variable Hymns - see music in packet

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tn. 1, Byzantine

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding thy most pure body, thou didst
arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world; for which cause the heavenly pow’rs cried a
loud unto thee, O Giver of life: Glory to thy resurrection, O Christ! Glory to thy kingdom! Glory to thy
providence, O thou who alone art the Lover of mankind.

Troparion of Ss Peter & Paul, Tn. 4, Byzantine
O Foremost of the Apostles, and teachers of the world, intercede with the Master of all to grant peace to
the world and to our souls the Great Mercy.

Clergy only — Kontakion of the Prodigal Son, Tn. 3, Byzantine
Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the riches that Thou

didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinner against Thee, O
compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord.

Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20).

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will
not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the stomach, and the stomach for food; but God will
destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for
the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of
a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with
her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes one
spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the
immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.




Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32).
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his

father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his living between them.
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and
there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose
in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the
swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired servants have bread enough and to spare but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.” And he arose and came to his father. But
while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; [ am no longer
worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us
eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they
began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to
him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe
and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet
you never gave me a kid that [ might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who
has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf’’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.”

Receiving Holy Communion: Only Orthodox Christians prepared through prayer, fasting, and a recent
sacramental confession should approach the chalice for the Eucharist. The Orthodox Church does not
practice “open communion” and has no intercommunion with non-Orthodox churches.

After taking Communion: Please return to your place and continue standing until the announcements.

Today’s Commemorations and Prayer Requests

Take this list of prayer requests home with you and keep these people in your prayers this week.

For the living: Bp. Anthony; Prs. John, Thomas; Khs. Barbara, Carla; Elizabeth, Lynne, Mike, Betty, Hugh,
Jim, Timothy, Alexander, Jeremiah, Alex, Sophia, Hector, Saoirse, Michael, Persephone, Samuel, Verity,
Christine, Fiona, Atticus, Evelynn, Enrica, Tony, Jon & Serenity, Ada, Grayson, Emmett, Sage, Rosanna,
Beverly.

For those who are pregnant and their unborn children: Monica, Helen, Pres. Nikoletta, Katrina.

For the reposed: Newly reposed April & family; Met. Philip; Aps. Gordon, Jack; Prs. Tom, Stephen, Basil,
David, Terry; Igm. Leonty; Hmks. Ephraim, John, Athanasios; Mnk. Simeon; Dns. Mark, John, Mark,
Nathaniel, David, Joseph, Michael, Daniel; Khs. Judy, Jedonne, Terry Elizabeth, Doris; Pres. Zinnia,
Barbara; Mka. Anna; Boris, Glaphyra; Virgil, Beatrice, James, Rick, Amy, Hudson.

For those serving in the Armed Forces: Brycen, Jonathan, David, Jacob, Gregory, Daniel, Don, Scott,
Michelle, Noah.




